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him. But the light of the Antilles was not that of Brittany
or of anywhere in Europe, and once he had seen colours in that
brighter and purer light he could never paint again as he had
done before, nor be satisfied with the less demanding colours
of the sights and scenes and landscapes of the non-tropical
world*
While Gauguin was able to throw off the attacks of malaria
with ease, Charles Laval suffered increasingly from the fever.
His condition became more serious as time went by and a
climax was reached when, as a result of the depression brought
on by his illness, he made an attempt to kill himself, an
attempt that Gauguin was fortunately able to frustrate. But
Gauguin himself developed dysentery and this his system
had more difficulty in overcoming* The climate and their
illnesses made it necessary for them to leave the island as soon
as was possible.
Mette had not written again after the bitter letter that
Gauguin's depression and his poverty had allowed him to send
to her. This lack of news of his family was difficult for him to
bear and he wrote again. "Of all the ills that you have caused
me, that of silence is the worst, and I shall arrive in France
devoured by fever and anxiety. * * . It is useless to tell you
of all the miseries of hunger that I am enduring. . . ."
By January of the next year, 1888, the two painters were
again in Paris,, having had themselves repatriated. Gauguin's
first attempt at escape from Europe had lasted no longer than
nine months.